1975  N.O.W.  CONVENTION  ALMOST  HERE 

Visitors  to  the  1975  convention 
of  the  Numismatists  of  Wisconsin 
will  be  treated  to  the  finest  show 
ever  held  in  Wisconsin! 


N.O.W.  OPENS  LIFE  MEMBERSHIPS 

The  Numismatists  of  Wisconsin 
Board  took  positive  action  to  es- 
tablish a Life-Membership  classif- 
ication at  their  March  meeting. 


A claim  like  this  is  likely  to 
meet  with  some  opposition,  so  here 
are  the  facts . 

A record  bourse  has  been  booked 
boasting  nearly  70  numismatic  deal 
ers  from  all  parts  of  the  country. 
An  interesting  array  of  exhibits 
have  been  confirmed.  An  exhibit- 
ors and  judges  symposium  has  been 
slated  in  two  sessions.  The  out- 
standing panel  serving  on  this 
program  includes  R.S.  Yeoman,  Tom 
Jones  and  George  Hatie  along  with 
Virgil  Jackson  and  Gordon  Gill. 

A first  rate  educational  forum 
has  been  slated  featuring  Kenneth 
Bressett,  Russell  Rulau  and  Kurt 
Krueger.  Meetings  have  been  slat- 
ed by  the  Odd  & Curious  Society, 
the  Civil  War  Token  Collectors 
Society  and  N.O.W. 

Still  have  your  doubts?  All  I 
can  say  is  BE  THERE,  because  thats 
where  the  ACTION  is  at ! 


N.O.W.  members  may  apply  for 
a Life-Membership  if  they  have 
been  a member  for  a minumum  of  one 
year.  Life-Memberships  will  be 
taken  until  December  31 > 1975.  All 
those  applying  to  that  date  will 
recieve  their  Life-Membership  num- 
bers according  to  their  regular 
membership  numbers . After  that 
date,  those  applying  will  recieve 
their  numbers  in  succession.  The 
fee,  payable  in  one  installment  - 
is  $40.00.  NOW  Secretary  Betty 
Finner  reports  that  many  applica- 
tions have  already  been  made,  with 
Art  Zoellner  of  Marshfield  being 
the  first  to  apply. 
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FROM 

YOUR  PRESIDENT 

As  1 i>t>ck  away  £i  ( t.lia  kt>ys  to 
turn  (his  inossa^’i-  out,  ail  systoiiis 
aro  fjo  to  wliat  {^ivos  promise*  to 
bo  oin-  l)ost  coiivi'niion  ovor.  klHMi 
you  convoi’go  on  Milwauke'o's  K<>d 
(’ai'])ot  Expo  Centoi',  May  17-lH»  yon 
will  Ciiul  that  gonoj’al  chairman 
I)ol  Hoi'tscliy  and  liis  committee 
have  paved  tlie  way  foi’  ii  [)ei-l'(?ct 
conclave  Jammed  wiih  boui'sc'  tallies 
i op  notcli  oxliibits  ami  a lieavy 
slate  or  meetings  .and  pi'ogiams . 

Oui'  bourse  is  sold  out.,  and  the 
I exhibit  simce  is  lapidly  filling 
I np,  so  if  you  have  intentions  to 
exhil)it,  you  had  bettei*  hurriedly 
contact  exhibit  ciiairman  Robert  J . 
Kellner  (3OI8  West  Hayes  Avenue, 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin  53215) • Our 
pi'ogram  chairman  Kurt  Krueger  has 
lined  up  another  full  and  inviting 
agenda  of  events,  the  schedule  of 
which  is  presented  elsewhere  in 

t this  issue  of  N.O.W.  News. 

I 

i I would  like  to  call  your  par- 
ticular attention  to  the  scheduled 
j Saturday  and  Sunday  exhibiting- 
Judging  forum  sessions,  moderated 
I by  R.S.  Yeoman,  which  will  serve 
I as  the  launching  pad  for  governor 
I Gordon  Gill's  efforts  in  the  es- 
I tablishment  of  a state-wide  Exhib- 
j it  Judges  Pool . I urge  anyone  in- 
I terested  in  learning  more  about 
the  considerations  involved  in  a- 
chieving  success  where  exhibiting 
and  judging  are  concerned  to  plan 
1 for  attendance  at  both  sessions, 
which  promise  to  be  most  enlight- 
ening for  the  participants. 

The  panel  assembled  for  this 
forum  by  moderator  Yeoman  is  cer- 
I tainly  star-studded.  It  features 
i our  own  Virgil  Jackson,  Wisconsin 
premiere  exhibitor  over  the  past 
I decade,  and  Gordon  Gill.  Drawn  in 
I from  outside  state  boundries  but 
I not  from  outside  the  ranks  of  NOW, 


us  Ixith  have  been  membei's  <j  1 oui 
oi'p.Hiiizat  i on  1 oi*  sev<  i ;ii  ycui  s and 
have  lu^coiiM*  lamili.'ii  f;ic<*s  at  ouj 
annual  conventions,  iji  <*  Amci  Je  an 
Numismatic  Assejciatieiii  vice*-]Jic  si- 
dent  Ge^eji  ge*  I).  Hatie*  and  t lie*  1^75 
m.'inagc'i’  e>I  Exhibit  JueipeiS  t'e  itili- 
e;atie)n  anel  0]iie*l  Jueip,e*  ejf  J^xliil.its 
;it  the?  ANA'S  natiejiial  e.onvention 
in  l.ns  Ange*Je*s,  J eaii  June  s e;  I IJe*- 
tiolt,  immeeliate*  ])ast  ju  e^  s i eje-n  t 
e)l  tlie?  Micliip,an  St  a 1 e*  Num  i sm;i  t i c 
Society. 

A a'(>mi nej e?i'  is  iii  ejj  elei'  tliat  (he 
time  is  .at  luind  to  e-xercise;  eene*  ejf 
the  key  fiancliises  e?  I yejur  me*mbe*j - 
ship...  it's  time  to  cast  youj  vejte 
in  our  annual  electiem.  I liis  ( ime? 
around  four  ])ejsitions  on  tlie  lioai’d 
(if  govei'iiors  ai'e  uj)  i'oi*  gr.alis , and 
a very  wcji’thy'  slate?  of  nine^  mem- 
bers have  cernsentc?d  to  have  their 
names  comrneneled  to  the  eri’ficial 
ballot  wliicli  is  stapled  in  this 
issue  of  N.O.W.  News.  Your  votes 
must  be  cast  on  this  ballot  and 
mailed  to  the  secretary  in  the 
official  ballot  envelope  which  is 
also  enclosed. 

One  of  the  major  items  on  the 
agenda  at  the  general  membership 
meeting  which  will  be  held  May  I8 
during  the  Milwaukee  convention, 
will  be  the  ratification  of  NOWs 
Constitution  and  By-Laws,  as  re- 
vised by  the  executive  board  and 
published  in  the  last  issue  of  NOW 
News.  The  document  as  publislred, 
has,  however,  again  been  revised 
by  the  board  at  its  meetings  Feb. 
16  at  Brookfield  and  March  9 at 
Stevens  Point  and  by  vote  in  a 
special  membership  meeting  called 
immediately  following  the  former, 
at  Brookfield. 

The  principal  changes  recommen- 
ded subssequent  to  publication  - 
of  the  proposed  document  have  been 
drafted  to  provide  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  life  and  junior  member 
ship  classes,  which  actions  the 
board  endorsed  at  its'  interim 
meetings  this  past  year.  In  the 
case  of  the  Constitution  these 
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changes  involve  the  addition  of 
two  sub-sections  to  Article  III: 

Section  la:  Any  regular  member 
is  elegible  to  apply  for  and  ob- 
tain a life  membership  following 
one  year  of  continuous  membership. 

Section  1b:  Any  junior  aged  1 1 
to  18  may  become  a junior  member 
of  now's  Wisconsin  Young  Numisma- 
tist affiliate  branch  upon  the 
reccommendation  of  any  junior  or 
regular  member  and  the  WYN  commit- 
tee, with  the  concurrence  of  the 
NOW  executive  board. 

To  carry  forth  these  changes  in 
the  By-Laws  will  require  complete 
revision  of  Article  III: 

Section  I:  The  dues  for  reg- 
ular membership  shall  be  two  dol- 
lars ( $2 . 00 ) per  calendar  year, 
payable  in  advance. 

Section  2:  The  dues  for  life 
membership,  payable  in  a single 
installment,  shall  be  20  times  the 
prevailing  annual  dues  for  a reg- 
ular membership . 

Section  3:  Junior  members  aged 
11-18  will  be  admitted  to  NOW ' s 
Wisconsin  Young  Numismatist  affil- 
iate branch  upon  the  payment  of 
dues  of  one  dollar  ($1.00). 

Section  4:  New  applicants  fi- 
ling for  regular  membership  before 
May  1 pay  full  years  dues.  Those 
filing  May  1st  and  later,  pay  only 
one  dollar  ( $ 1 . 00 ) for  the  balance 
of  the  year. 

An  important  new  section  regu- 
lating the  performance  of  duties 
by  officers  has  been  added: 

Section  7 ’•  The  incoming  presi- 
dent shall  appoint  a three  member 
auditing  committee,  none  of  whom 
may  be  incoming  or  outgoing  mem- 
bers of  the  board  or  appointed 
officers,  to  audit  the  financial 
and  other  records  of  the  previous 
administration . 

Two  additional  By-Law  changes 
have  been  endorsed.  One  would 
provide  that  Article  I,  Section  3 
would  prescribe  that  the  secre- 
tary notify  anyone  receiving  a 
nomination  for  office  "in  writing 


by  certified  letter"  of  his  selec- 
tion. In  fact,  this  policy  was 
followed  for  the  current  election. 
The  other  change  involves  Article 
V,  Section  1,  and  raises  from  15 
to  20  the  number  of  members  re- 
quired to  be  in  attendance  to  form 
a quorum  for  a regular  or  special 
meeting  of  the  organization. 

At  the  Feb.  l6  board  meeting 
the  governors  endorsed  a bid  by 
the  Madison  Coin  Club  to  change 
its  invitation  to  host  the  state 
convention  from  1977  to  197^.  The 
Madison  group  made  this  move  only 
after  several  clubs  who  had  ex- 
pressed an  interest  in  hosting  the 
1976  convention  dropped  their  bid. 
I have  had  several  opportunities 
to  discuss  preliminary  planning 
for  the  convention  with  members  of 
the  Madison  Coin  Club,  including 
during  attendance  at  their  show  on 
March  22,  and  can  report  that  they 
are  already  hard  at  work  paving 
the  way  for  an  extra  special  con- 
vention with  its  theme  tied  to 
next  year's  nationwide  observance 
of  the  bicentennial  of  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution.  I think  it's  go- 
ing to  be  quite  a chore  for  them 
to  outdo  the  performance  of  the 
Milwaukee  group  in  its  presenta- 
tion of  this  year's  15th  annual 
show,  but  past  history  tells  me 
that  the  Madison  group  likes  noth- 
ing better  than  to  face  up  to  such 
challenges . 

I'm  looking  forward  to  shaking 
hands  and  saying  hello  to  each  and 
every  member  who  passes  by  NOW ' s 
special  table  at  the  Milwaukee 
convention.  I'd  like  to  share 
your  views  on  the  hobby  and  our 
organization,  so  if  you  miss  me 
bhe  first  time  through,  try  again 
the  next  time  around. 
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1975  NUMISMATISTS  OF  WISCONSIN  CONVENTION  SC:HEI)ULE 


FKIDAY,  MAY 

^ : 00  p.ni.  Dealer  & Exhibitor 
set-up 

1 8:00  p.ni.  Bourse  Room  Closes 

: SATURDAY.  MAY  1?“‘ 

I 8 : 00  a . ni , 


SUNDAY.  MAY  1 8^‘ 


I 9 ; 00  a . ni . 

10: 00  a . rn  . 
,11: 00  a . rn  . 
1 : 00  p . m . 
2:30  p . m . 

3:30  p . m . 
9 : 00  p . m . 


Bourse  Room  Ojaens  to 
Dealers  & Exhibitors 

Official  Ribbon 
Cutting  Ceremonies 

M. N.S.  Board  Meets 
(Board  Room) 

N. O.W.  Board  Meets 
(Board  Room) 

Odd  & Curious  Society 
Meets  (Board  Room) 

Civil  War  Token 
Society  Meets  (Board 
Room ) 

Exhibiting  & Judging 
Symposium  (Board  Room) 

Convention  Closes 


8 : 30  a . m . 


9:30  a . m . 


1 0 : 00  a . m , 


1 1 : 00  a . m . 


12:30  p . m . 
2 : 00  p . m . 
5 : 00  p . m . 


N.O.W.  Awards 
Breaklast  (Red  Car- 
pet Banquet  Room) 

Bourse  Room  Open  to 
Dealers 

Convention  Opens  to 
the  Public 

N.O.W.  General  Mem- 
bership Meeting, 
Announcement  of  Elec- 
tion Results  (Board 
Room) 

N.O.W.  Educational 
Forum  (Board  Room) 

Exhibiting  & Judging 
Symposium  (Board  Room) 

1975  N.O.W.  Convention 
Closes 


EDITORS  NOTE:  It  may  become  nec- 
essary to  make  last  minute  changes 
Any  re-scheduled  meetings  will  be 
noted  at  the  N.O.W.  Table.  It  is 
hoped  that  changes  will  be  minimal 


FOX  VALLEY  COIN  OPENS  IN  GREEN  BAY 


Fox  Valley  Coin  Exchange,  head- 
quartered in  Kimberly,  recently 
opened  a branch  office  on  Walnut 
Street  in  downtown  Green  Bay.  The 
new  outlet  will  carry  a complete 
line  of  numismatic  articles  and 
supplies,  along  with  the  White 
metal  detector  line. 

In  a recent  interview,  Fritz 
Voecks  related  that  "Fox  Valley 
Coin  is  opening  this  branch  office 
to  better  serve  their  clients  in 
and  around  Green  Bay  and  Upper 
Michigan" . 

The  main  influx  of  business 
will  continue  to  be  based  at  the 
home  office  in  Kimberly. 


We’re  Drumming  Up 
Some  GREAT  New 
Programs  For 
YOU! 
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THE  WHITE  HOUSE 


WASHINGTON 


January  10,  1975 


Dear  Mr.  Krueger: 

The  President  was  very  pleased  to  receive 
your  kind  invitation  to  attend  the  15th 
Annual  Convention  and  Conclave  of 
Numismatists  of  Wisconsin  on  May  18. 

Although  he  would  like  to  be  able  to  join 
you  on  this  occasion,  the  demands  on  the 
President's  time  are  such  that  he  cannot 
accept  your  invitation.  He  wants  you  to 
know,  though,  he  greatly  appreciated  your 
thoughtfulness  of  him  and  that  he  sends 
his  best  wishes  for  a highly  successful 
meeting . 


Sincerely 


Warren  S.  Rustand 
Appointments  Secretary 
to  the  President 


Mr.  Kurt  R.  Krueger 
Post  Office  Box  7 
Kimberly,  Wisconsin  54136 


(lU  1 D’OnoOK  OF  FRANKLIN  MINI'  JSSUFS  IS  HFLFASEl) 


Tlu?  I’ii'sl  catalogu  covt!riii{^ 
ntoi’e  than  8,000  nuniisiiia tic  issues 
of'  the  Franklin  Mint  has  been  le- 
lotised  by  the  puhlisJicu',  Krause 
Publications.  Guideljook  o P [''rank- 
lin  Mint  Issues  is  tlie  latest  ed- 
ition to  the  Krause  Publications 
nuinisiiicitic  cataloge  line  wliich  in- 
cludes the  Standard  Catalo(te  0I~ 
World  Coins  and  the  soon-to-be- 
I'eleased  Standard  Cataloso  di' 
Woi'ld  Paper  Money . 

The  guidebook  covers  all  numis- 
matic issues  of  the  Franltlin  Mint 
from  1965  through  1973*  This  in- 
cludes the  official  monetary 
issues,  silver  ingots,  collector 
plates,  Christmas  ornament  issues, 
fine  art  plaques,  special  spoon 
issues  and  the  Gilroy  Roberts  Zod- 
iac medals. 

Besides  the  individual  listings 


LARRY  SPANBAUER 

Larry  Spanbauer,  a member  of 
both  the  Oshkosh  Coin  Club  and  the 
Numismatists  of  Wisconsin,  has 
written  a book  on  the  subject  of 
counterfeit  coins.  The  book  con- 
sists of  Colonial  Copies  I616-I796 
Private  Mint  Replicas  1 832-1 898, 
and  modern  counterfeits  1792  to 
date.  Larry  has  been  collecting- 
these  items  for  almost  five  years 
as  a side-line  to  his  other  coin 
collecting  interests.  During 
these  five  years,  he  had  looked 
for  a book  of  this  type  to  show 
the  number  of  different  items 
available.  Having  no  luck,  he  de- 
cided to  take  the  project  on. 

The  book  contains  almost  100 
sets  of  photographs  showing  the 
obverse  and  reverse  of  items  in 
his  collection  as  well  as  pieces 
which  he  was  able  to  borrow.  It 
begins  with  the  Sommer  Island 
Shilling  of  1616  and  even  includes 
counterfeits  as  recent  as  a Ken- 


tlio  guidelxjok  ]ji'ovid<?s  comjjioto 
mintage  I'igurxjs  and  detailed  in- 
formation on  size,  m<>taliic  com- 
position, year  of  issucj  and  issue 
pi’ico.  Specially  h<>ipl'ul  to  col- 
lectors and  dealers  is  the  cur'rent 
market  value  f(Ji'  eacli  piece. 

The  Guidebook  01'  Franklin  Mint 
Issues  is  co-authoT'ed  Vjy  Virginia 
Culver,  and  Chester  L.  Krause. 
Culver  is  past  president  of  tlie- 
Token  and  Medal  Society  and  cur- 
rent president  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association.  Krause  is 
publisher  of  Numismatic  News  Week- 
ly , World  Coin  News , Coins  Mapyaz- 
ine , Coin  Prices  and  the  Standard 
Cataloge  of  World  Coins  whicli  he 
co-compiled.  Both  are  NOW  members. 

The  guidbook  sells  for  $6.50 
and  may  be  purchased  from  local 
coin  shops  or  direct  from  Krause. 


WRITES  NEW  BOOK 

nedy  half  dollar  dated  19^4.  A 
list  of  known  counterfeit  gold 
pieces  is  also  included. 

The  Colonial  as  well  as  the 
Private  Mint  Replicas  are  legal  to 
own.  The  modern  counterfeits  do 
not  have  the  same  distinction.  A 
fine  of  $10,000.00  and  a prison 
term  of  up  to  15  years  can  come 
from  their  possession. 

The  book  is  entitled  Colonial 
Copies,  Private  Mint  Replicas,  and 
Modern  Counterfeits  of  United 
States  Coins.  They  can  be  pur- 
chased directly  from  the  author, 
Larry  Spanbauer;  1119  South  West- 
field  Street  Oshkosh,  Wisconsin; 
54901  for  $4.25  post  paid. 

For  each  book  purchased  by  a 
N.O.W.  member,  Larry  will  donate 
50^  to  the  Numismatists  of  Wis . 
When  writing  for  a copy,  be  sure 
to  include  your  N.O.W.  number. 
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A CASE  FOR  BRENNER 
by;  Clement  F.  Bailey 

Let's  restore  the  initials  of 
Victor  D.  Brenner  to  the  cent! 
After  all  he  was  a great  medallist 
and  deserves  as  much  credit  for 
his  design  work  as  do  all  of  the 
coins  of  the  United  States . Let 
the  sun  shine  on  the  obverse  of 
the  cent . 

Victoras  Baenauskas  was  born  in 
Lithuania  (now  a part  of  Russia) 
of  Jewish  descent  and  changed  his 
name  to  Victor  D.  Brenner  when  he 
came  to  the  United  States  in  the 
late  1 800 ' s . 

Brenner  was  a student  of  Louis 
Oscar  Roty  (the  famed  French  med- 
allist) and  after  Brenner  came  to 
the  United  States  he  instructed  in 
the  art  of  coin  and  medal  design- 
ing as  well  as  die  cutting  at  the 
National  Academy  which  at  the  time 
was  under  the  influence  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Society. 

Brenner  was  introduced  to  Pre- 
sident Theodore  Roosevelt  while 
Roosevelt  was  sitting  for  the  Pan- 
ama Medal . Brenner  showed  him  a 
plaquette  that  he  had  designed  for 
the  Lincoln  centennial  (celebrated 
in  1909).  Roosevelt  was  impressed 
with  the  design  and  recommended 
that  the  design  be  used  on  one  of 
the  United  States  coins. 

Brenner,  at  the  time,  had  con- 
sidered the  nickel  as  the  denomin- 
ation for  his  Lincoln  portrait  but 
the  mint  officials  determined  that 
the  cent  was  the  coin  that  needed 
a new  design. 

Brenner  designed  the  Lincoln 
cent  (obverse  and  reverse)  and  » 
tlaen  added  his  name  to  the  first 
design  submitted.  This  was  order- 
ed changed  to  initials  so  the 
V.D.B.  appeared  on  the  coins  that 
were  first  placed  in  circulation 
in  1909.  Then  came  the  complaints 


about  the  "hugJi  initials"  on  the 
reverse  of  the  coin.  Timid  mint 
officials  as  well  as  the  treasury 
people  bowed  to  the  outcry  and 
removed  the  initials  of  the  de- 
signer from  the  master  die.  From 
this  initial-less  new  die  they 
produced  working  dies  which  did 
not  reflect  any  hints  as  to  the 
designer  of  the  coin.  When  this 
first  occured  the  three  initials, 
were  to  be  removed  and  replaced 
with  a small  "B"  but  this  was 
never  carried  out. 

The  Brenner  design  for  the  obv- 
erse of  the  coin  was  made  slightly 
convex  so  as  to  create  a "photo- 
graph of  Lincoln  into  a three  dim- 
ensional experience" . The  reverse 
design  by  Brenner  also  took  much 
thought  but  his  simple  art  work 
lasted  from  1909  to  1959  on  the 
reverse  of  the  coin. 

In  1918  the  Brenner  initials 
were  placed  back  on  the  coin.  But 
what  a restoration  job  it  was  I 
The  initials  were  buried  (out  of 
sight)  at  an  angle  in  the  shoulder 
of  Lincoln.  This  must  have  been  a 
semi-compromise  with  the  camps  of 
critics . 

In  1959  the  reverse  design  of 
wheat  was  deleted  from  the  coin. 
The  Lincoln  Memorial  was  high- 
lighted on  the  new  reverse.  The 
designer,  Frank  Gasparro,  placed 
his  F.G.  to  the  right  of  the  steps 
on  the  coin  - with  no  objections. 
Later  in  the  designs  life,  the  FG 
initials  were  increased  in  size  to 
make  them  more  prominent . The  VDB 
on  the  obverse  is  still  buried, 
out  of  sight,  out  of  mind.  Yet 
the  Brenner  design  on  the  coin  is 
fifty  years  older. 

Over  the  years  the  United 
States  Mint  has  gone  about  its 
business  and  has  treated  all  of 
the  coin  designers  with  real  fair- 
ness. In  1966,  they  added  the  in- 
itials of  the  designer  of  the  Jef- 
ferson Nickel  ( FS  for  Felix  Schlag) 
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to  the  obverse  of  the  nickel.  The 
coin  hud  been  desifjneil  in  1938 
through  fi  contest  but  the  designer 
was  never  recognized  for  the  first 
28  years  of  its  circulated  life. 


The  Franklin  Roosevelt  dime 
I carries  the  initials  of  JS  (John 
Sinnock)  very  proudly  on  the  ob- 
I verse  of  the  coin. 

The  new  bicentennial  coins, 
quarter,  half  dollar  and  dollar, 
will  display  the  full  and  in 
sight  initials  of  the  winner  of  a 
design  through  a contest  which  was 
sponsored  by  the  U.S.  Treasury. 

Jack  L.  Ahr  can  find  his  JLA 
very  easily  under  the  drummers  el- 
bow on  the  reverse  of  the  quarter, 
his  winning  design.  On  the  obver- 
se under  the  portrait  of  Washing- 
ton it  isn't  any  trick  to  find  the 
JF  of  John  Flanagan  as  the  design- 
er of  that  piece  of  art . 

Gilroy  Roberts  can  be  identif- 
1 led  as  the  designer  of  the  obverse 
of  the  Kennedy  half  dollar  by  the 
GR  under  the  head  of  Kennedy.  The 
I winner  of  design  contest  for  the 
reverse  design  was  Seth  B.  Hunt- 
I ington  and  his  SGH  came  out  proud 
I and  bold  under  the  "E  Pluribus 
I Unum"  . 

On  the  Eisenhower  dollar  coin 
I the  obverse  carries  FG  for  Frank 
Gasparro  under  Eisenhower’s  head. 
The  reverse  bicentennial  design 
winner  has  the  DRW  for  Dennis  Wil- 


liams right  next  to  the  clapper  on 
the  Liberty  Bell. 

We  suspect  that  the  Lincoln 
design  will  one  day  be  deleted  and 
that  Victor  Brenner  will  never 
really  be  recognized  for  his  art 
work  displayed  on  that  coin.  It 
seems  a shame  that  a man  of  such 
talent  who  won  many  awards  for  his 
medallic  art  and  who  even  wore  a 
beard  and  looked  a little  like  the 
man  he  designed  should  be  left  out 
of  the  medallic  marking  race. 

What  more  appropriate  gesture 
could  the  mint  make  in  reference 
to  such  talent  than  to  replace  the 
V.D.B.  out  in  the  open  on  the  last 
issues  of  this  famous  copper  coin. 
Even  if  the  restoration  could  only 
be  made  on  the  proof  sets  it  would 
finally  take  the  burden  off  of  the 
shoulder  of  Lincoln. 


NOMINEES  FOR  N.O.W.  BOARD  NAMED 

The  following  individuals  have 
responded  in  writing,  concernin 
their  nominations  for  positions  on 
the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  Nu- 
mismatists of  Wisconsin. 

Those  who  indicated  their  ac- 
ceptance are: 

A.P.  "Del"  Bertschy,  Milwaukee 

Don  Clark,  Madison 

Harold  Collins , Milwaukee 

Gordon  Gill,  Madison 

Joe  Jones,  lola 

Steve  Koelbl,  La  Crosse 

Cliff  Manthe , Tomah 

Ray  Phillips,  Madison 

Mike  Segersin,  Green  Bay 

The  following  individual  de- 
clined his  nomination: 

Fred  E.  Voecks,  Kimberly 

Your  ballot  must  be  recieved 
by  secretary  Betty  Finner  by  May 
1 5**“ » there  will  be  no  exceptions  . 
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A BASIC  GUIDE  TO  COLLECTING 
ANCIENT  ROMAN  COINS 

This  is  a basic  orientation  for 
those  of  you  who  are  new  to  col- 
lecting ancient  Roman  coins.  First 
of  all,  I want  to  welcome  you  to 
what  I think  is  the  most  interest- 
ing part  of  the  entire  field  of 
numismatics . 

Historical  interest  is  the  main 
attraction  of  Roman  coins.  You 
can  hold  in  your  hand  a coin  of 
Nero  that  was  struck  when  he  was 
emperor.  You  can  muse  about  what 
Romans  handled  that  coin  or  where 
it  has  been  for  almost  2,000  years 
but  best  of  all  you  can  study  the 
story  of  that  emperor,  the  reason 
for  that  issue  of  coinage,  the 
propaganda  message  often  carried 
on  the  reverse,  etc. 

The  Roman  coinage  is  broken 
down  into  two  main  periods;  the 
Republic  from  269  BC  to  the  take- 
over by  Augustus  in  27  BC , and  the 
Empire  from  that  date  until  the 
final  fall  of  Rome  at  the  end  of 
the  fifth  Century  AD.  Within  each 
of  these  periods  there  were  vari- 
ous denominations  of  coins  issued 
in  gold,  silver  or  copper  and 
bronze  in  a varying  (and  generally 
declining)  quality  and  style. 

If  you  are  wondering  where  to 
start  and  how  to  specialize,  I 
would  offer  this  advice:  Don't 
restrict  yourself  too  much  at 
first.  Buy  a coin  or  two  from 
each  period  or  denomination.  Later 
on  you  can  decide  to  collect  Im- 
perial portraits  in  large  bronzes. 
Republican  silver,  the  varying  re- 
verses of  one  emperor  or  whatever 
catches  your  fancy.  You  may  be 
inclined  to  start  with  the  cheap- 
est coins  available  but  in  general 
they  are  really  too  well  worn  to 
appreciate  how  interesting  Roman 
coins  can  be.  Your  best  value  for 
the  money  is  probably  in  the  Im- 
perial antoninianii  which  starts 
in  good  silver  with  the  reign  of 


Caracalla  and  declines  to  poor 
bronze,  sometimes  with  a silver 
wash.  Many  of  them  have  an  amaz- 
ing amount  of  detail  and  both  the 
portraits  and  the  reverses  provide 
an  interesting  field  to  study. 

There  is  nothing  like  the  annu- 
al "Red  Book"  in  the  field  of  Ro- 
man coinage.  The  closest  thing  is 
Roman  Coins  and  Their  Values  by 
David  Sear  which  is  revised  every 
few  years.  The  best  advice  I 
could  give  any  new  collector  is  to 
buy  a copy  of  Sear  before  buying 
very  many  coins . It  will  greatly 
increase  your  knowledge  of  the 
coins  and  your  interest  in  them. 

Seaby's  of  London,  publishes 
four  small  volumes  of  Roman  Silver 
Coins . These  would  be  the  logical 
purchase  for  anyone  who  buys  Roman 
silver.  The  classic  reference  in 
this  field  is  Cohen's  Medailles , 
Imperialles . Others  are  the  Ro- 
man Imperial  Coinage  and  the  Brit- 
ish Museum  Catalogues. 

EDITOR'S  NOTE;  This  interesting 
introduction  to  the  collecting  of 
Roman  Coins  was  authored  by  N.O.W. 
member  Thomas  McKenna.  Mr.  Mc- 
Kenna welcomes  correspondence.  He 
can  be  reached  at:  2d  SUPCOM-IG, 
APO  New  fork,  O916O. 
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AROUND  WISCONSIN  COIN  CLUBS 


The  Madiaon  Coin  Club  had  their 
Christinas  Party  on  December  9'^* 
Nearly  50  members  were  in  atten- 
dance. N.O.W.  Historian  Ronald 
Calkins  gave  a little  talk  with 
Christmas  spirit.  Newly  installed 
officers  are  as  follows: 


Keith  Rasmussen  Jr.,  CJiarlesworthi 
Dickerson,  Larry  Dickerson,  Ted 
Elckner  and  Gilbert  Richardson. 

These  members  recieved  a 1968- 
1969  proof  set. 


Ray  Phillips 
Glen  Dirreen 
Ruth  Ann  Phillips 
Chuck  Enders 


President 
Vice  President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 


Paper  Cities  Coin  Club  Officers: 
(Wisconsin  Rapids) 


Einar  Sundby 
Robert  McGrath 
Richard  Tonelli 
Minnie  Washkovick 


President 
Vice  President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 


Wisconsin  Valley  Coin  Club 
( Wausau) 


Ed  Rahn 
Ed  Miller 
Roman  Leonard 
Gerald  Johnson 


President 
Vice  President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 


The  Racine  Numismatic  Society 
officers  for  1975  are; 


Mike  Strand 
Dick  Giese 
Milan  Alusic 
George  Conrad 
Dan  Dorece 


President 
Vice  President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Librarian 


Cooney  Numismatists  Ltd,  of  Ocono- 
mowoc  recently  announced  their  new 
officers  for  1975.  They  are: 


Cyril  Renz 
My Ian  Voss 
Phil  Kramer 
Vern  Kuczinski 
Mike  Bielby 
Phil  Kramer,  II 
Len  Schacht 


President 
Vice  President 
Treasurer 
Secretary 
Librarian 
Historian 
Sgt . at  Arms 


Member-ship  of  this  Waukesha 
County  based  club  now  exceeds  the 
100  mark  going  into  their  forth 
year . 


The  annual  Christmas  Banquet 
was  held  on  the  8*^  of  December.  A 
bountiful  selection  of  door  prizes 
were  awarded  and  the  club  had  the 
special  treat  of  hearing  N.O.W. 
President  Cliff  Mishler  speak  on 
the  legalization  of  gold. 


The  Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society  , 
held  its  annual  banquet  on  Jan. 
18,  1975  at  the  Alonzo  Cudworth 
Post  with  95  members  and  guests 
attending.  The  following  people 
were  installed  into  office: 


Board  of  Governors : 

Ted  Eickner  Brian  Giese 

Don  Frost  Don  Merrill 

Roy  Miller 

The  following  members  had  per- 
fect attendance  in  197^!  Milan 
Alusic,  Mel  Meidtke,  George  Conrad 
William  Anderson,  Laymond  Menden, 
Steve  Peir,  Keith  Rasmussen  Sr. 
This  is  an  annual  practice  of  RNS . 


Mike  Tramte 
Lee  Hartz 
Darlene  Highsmith 
Anthony  Tramte 
George  Miller 
Mike  Tramte 
Charles  Opitz 


President 
VicePresident 
Secretary- 
Treasurer 
Sgt . at  Arms 
Librarian 
Trustee 


Clifford  Mishler  gave  an  interest 
ing  talk  about  the  upcoming  N.O.W. 
show  in  Milwaukee.  The  attending 
members  applauded  past  prexy  Kurt. 


WISCONSIN  COIN  SHOW  DATES 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


April  12-13 
Racine 

Racine  Motor  Inn 

April  1 3 

Appleton 
Country  Aire 

April  20 

Waukesha 

County  Youth  Building 

April  20 
Wausau 
Labor  Temple 

April  20 

Janesville 

Fairgrounds 


Dear  Kurt , 

Enjoy  your  "Guess  Who"  in  the 
N.O.W.  Publication  very  much.  Hope 
winning  once  does  not  disqualify 
me  from  taking  another  guess. 

After  studying  the  new  picture 
of  the  good  looking  guy  in  the  un- 
iform I decided  that  the  only  per- 
son around  that  has  a sexy  dimple 
in  his  chin  like  that  young  man  is 
none  other  than  our  NOW  President 
Cliff  Mishler.  How's  that  for  a 
wild  guess? 

Sincerely , 

Irene  Blanchette 

Oshkosh,  Wise. 


April  24-25-26-27 
Central  States 
Kansas  City 

May  4 

Oshkosh 
Park  Plaza 

May  4 

Eau  Claire 
Holiday  Inn 

May  17-18 

NOW  Milwaukee 

Red  Carpet  Expo  Center 

June  1 

Sheboygan 
Standard  Hall 

July  18-19-20 

RCDA  Milwaukee 

Red  Carpet  Expo  Ceneter 

August  19-20-21-22-23-24 

ANA  84^  Annual  Convention 
Los  Angeles 

September  7 
Oconomowoc 
Community  Center 


EDITORS  NOTE;  One  win  does  not 
disqualify  you,  Irene.  As  for 
your  guess,  you  are  absolutely 
incorrect!  The  man  pictured  was 
dealer  Don  Clark  of  Madison.  The 
first  person  properly  identifing 
Don  was  Dick  Anderson.  Better 
luck  to  you  in  this  issue. 

Who  is  This? 

\ 
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NUMISMATISTS 


OF  WISCONSIN 


President Clifford  Mishler 

P.O.  Box  316,  lola,  Wis.  5^9^5 

Vice  President Gale  Highsmith 

2825  S.  Burrell  St,,  Milwaukee,  Wis,  53207 

Secretary-Treasurer Mrs,  Betty  Finner 

P.O,  Box  296,  lola,  Wis.  5^9^15 


BOARD  OF  GOVERNORS 


Harold  Collins ^356  N.  88  St.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

[Gordon  Gill 361  h Spring  Trail,  Madison,  Wis. 

(Clifford  Manthe 4l8  W.  Nott  St.,  Totnah,  Wis. 

Mike  Segersin 1159  Day  St.,  Green  Bay,  Wis. 

iKen  Bressett 1220  Mound  Ave  . , Racine,  Wis. 

‘Floyd  Janney P.O.  Box  1 43 , Waukesha,  Wis. 

Harold  Prieve 258  Edgewater,  Portage,  Wis. 

Art  Zoellner P.O.  Box  91»  Marshfield,  Wis. 

Marion  Anderson 436  Nicolet  Blvd . , Menasha,  Wis. 

Virgil  Jackson 94  W,  Water  St.,  Beaver  Dam,  Wis. 

Kurt  Krueger 1 03  E.  Kimberly  Ave.,  Kimberly,  Wis. 

Fritz  Voecks 1 03  E.  Kimberly  Ave.,  Kimberly,  Wis. 


N.O.W.  NEWS  STAFF 


53222 

53711 

54660 

54302 

53402 

53186 

53901 

54449 

54952 

53916 

54136 

54136 


Editor Kurt  Krueger 

103  E.  Kimberly  Ave.,  Kimberly,  Wis.  54136 

Associate Dennis  Loomis 

4l 4 N.  Lincoln  Ave.,  Beaver  Dam,  Wis.  53916 

Associate Peter  Phillips 

3329  Wells  Ave.,  Madison,  Wis.  53714 

Associate Mike  Segersin 

1159  Day  St.,  Green  Bay,  Wis.  54302 

Associate Mike  Tramte 

2106  E.  Woodstock,  Apt.  3,  Milwaukee,  Wis.  53202 

Curator-Historian Ron  Calkins 

Box  336,  Mazomanie,  Wis.  53560 

ANA  Club  Representative Harold  Helm 

119  West  9**'  Ave.,  Oshkosh,  Wis.  54901 

Immediate  Past  President Richard  Anderson 

436  Nicolet  Blvd.,  Menasha,  Wis.  54952 


* * * 
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C CONTINENTAL  COIN  GALLERIES 

930  Hennepin  Avenue 
Minneapolis.  Minnesota  55403 
(612)  338-0637 


Continental 

Coin  Galleries  carries 

an  extensive  stock 

of  U.S.  and 

foreign  coins 

from  inexpensive  minors,  to 

valuable  rarities.  You  will  be  pleased  by  our  grading 

and  prices . 

Stop  in  our  spacious  store  at  930 

Hennepin 

or  write  us 

concerning  your  collecting  needs. 

We  are 

interested  in  buying  coins 

and  pay 

top  prices 

for  bulk 

silver  coins. 

collections 

and  scarce  individual  coins . 

APRIL 

SPECIALS 

(with  an  order 

of  $20  or 

more ) 

1971 

Proof  Ike  $1 

$4.00 

1 97^ 

Mint  Sets 

$3.83 

( f ace ) 

SELLING 

U.S.  TYPE  COINS 

AG-G 

G-VG 

F 

U 

$ 9.00 

$17.50 

$21.00 

Large  1 ^ 

2.50 

3.75 

5.50 

2(1^  & Nickel  2.50 

4 .00 

5.75 

3^  Silver 

4.50 

6.00 

9.50 

Shield 

3.50 

7.50 

9.75 

Dimes 

3.50 

5.50 

7.50 

10(i  Seated 

2.00 

3.50 

4.75 

20(^ 

22.50 

35.00 

47.50 

25^  Bust 

28.00 

37.50 

42.50 

25^  Seated 

4.50 

7.50 

9.50 

50^  Bust 

17.50 

22 . 50 

50^  Seated 

7.00 

10.00 

1 5.00 

$1  Seated 

62.00 

72.00 

Trade  $1 

42.00 

47.50 

SELLING 

LINCOLN  SEMI- 

KEYS  G 

VG 

F 

VF 

1910  S 

$ 5.50 

$ 6.00 

$ 6.75 

$ 7.50 

1911  S 

8.50 

9.50 

10.50 

13.00 

1912  S 

7.75 

8.50 

10.50 

12.50 

1913  s 

4.50 

4.75 

5.50 

6.50 

191  4 S 

6.50 

6.75 

8.00 

9.50 

1915  s 

4.50 

4.75 

6.00 

7.00 

1922  D 

3.75 

4.50 

5.50 

7.50 

1924  D 

6.50 

7.50 

8.75 

1 1 .75 

1926  S 

2.50 

2.75 

3.25 

3.75 

1931  D 

1 .95 

2.25 

2.50 

2.75 

All  coins  guaranteed  genuine,  10  day  return  privilege. 
Orders  under  $20.00  add  6o^  for  postage. 

CONTINENTAL  COIN  GALLERIES 
930  Hennepin  Avenue 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota  55^03 
Telephone  (6l2)  3^0-6600 


NUMISMATISTS  OF  WISCONSIN 
MRS.  BETTY  FINNER 
P.O.  BOX  296 
lOLA,  WISCONSIN 


IG/ 


NUa  393 


•MS 

W1  34943 


Fox  Valley  Coin  Exchange 

103  East  Kimberly  Avenue  Kimberly,  Wisconsin  54136 

TELEPHONE  414-731-5451 

NATIONWIDE  TELETYPE  SERVICE 


WISCONSIN’S  ONLY  FULL  SERVICE  DEALER 

WISCONSIN’S  MOST  KNOWLEDGEABLE  STAFF 

OVER  60  YEARS  COMBINED  EXPERIENCE 

WHEN  BUYING  OR  SELLING,  IT  PAYS 
TO  CONTACT  THE  PROFESSIONALS 


FRED,  FRITZ 
& RANDY  VOECKS 
KURT  KRUEGER 

TOXY"  A.N.A.  38584 


